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Stuart, Jesse. Taps for Private Tussie. 
1943 Thomas Jefferson Southern Award. Dutton. 
24, 1943. 253p. $2.50. 

the same genré but almost entirely lacking the 
vulgarity and obscenity, the human degenration and deg- 
radation Tobacco Road, Taps for Private Tussie 
story poor white trash the Kentucky mountains 
today. the story the Tussie clan and what they 
did with the government insurance Private Kim Tussie 
told through the person sensitive young Sid Tussie. 


summer when the story opens and Press Tussie 
(Grandpa) living with his family the district school- 
house which they had pre-empted after their eviction 
from cavedwelling several months before. With Press 
his wife, Arimithy (Grandma), their son, Mott, their 
grandson, Sid, and Vittie who Kim Tussie’s widow. 
meet the characters during Kim’s funeral which the 
Tussie clan Mott alone has opened the coffin 
and identified his brother’s remains. the funeral only 
two people and Sid—the others remain 
unmoved, fact Mott even begins court Vittie the 
return from the burial ground. When the clan has de- 
parted Sid puzzled the air expectancy which hangs 
over the family but which explained when the entire 
family goes town the next morning and collects the 
ten thousand dollar insurance policy provided the gov- 
ernment. The Tussies had never descended the in- 
dignity work—hunting, fighting, drinking were their 
simple pleasures and they were content eke out 
squalid existence pension checks and relief. Grandpa 
was the first man relief the county—in fact was 
power county politics since controlled the relief 
vote. Grandpa controlled that vote because the Tussies 
were proliferative clan and almost all relief except 


those who were not Grandpa’s good graces. The Tussies 
were universally disliked their neighbors but they were 
never fazed that. 


When ten thousand dollars was deposited the bank 
Vittie’s name Grandpa immediately took charge. The 
family rented sixteen room house and furnished com- 
pletely. New clothes were the order the day for every- 
one including Uncle George who had scented prosperity 
from afar. Uncle George was Grandpa’s brother and the 
leader the non-relief Tussies whom Grandpa had kept 
off the rolls but kinship made him welcome and his magic 
fiddle even more so. Then hordes Tussies descended 
upon the family and there ensued such period pros- 
perity the clan had never seen. There was food, and 
rotgut whiskey and breakdowns nightly with nothing that 
even resembled work mar the picture. course 
sooner later some the Tussies had turned away 
and some the latecomers failed share equally, 
they thought, and trouble soon followed. First all 
Grandpa lost his precious relief and then the sheriff at- 
tached the furniture cover damage the 
perity departing took with most the Tussies leaving 
only the original group and Uncle George return 
ramshackle hill cabin and woodlot bought with the last 
the money. Money and relief gone, Grandpa finally 
loses the pension check because now owns property. 

Here with Sid’s and help but with little co-opera- 
tion from the others the family resumes its former life. 
Both George and Mott had been assiduously courting 
Vittie and soon George and his fiddle won her hand. 
They were married and built separate cabin the 
woods. Mott was pacified when Grandpa permitted him 
sell the timber and immediately proceeded drink 
away the money. Grandpa suddenly decides that 
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time for him and the story approaches climax 
lies dying when Mott comes home after having knifed 
two Tussies and killed quarrel with George who 
flees abruptly when Private Kim comes walking the 
road. Kim has been changed his experiences the 
army; Sid discovers that not Tussie but Vittie’s 
illegitimate son and the story ends the three look hope- 
fully toward more normal and less Tussie life. 


Taps for Private Tussie story mountaineer life, 
squalid and degenerate most aspects but presented 
such the author. Throughout the book Mr. Stuart has 
Sid portray dissatisfaction with the evil aspects such 
life and even attempt small way overcome it. The 
story ends hopefully only the worthwhile characters 
remain looking forward better life. There much 
high humor Grandpa’s relations with relief and 
the advent the Tussie clan when prosperity strikes the 
Tussie family. characterizations, those Grandpa 
and Sid, are well done and the style writing much 
better than average with cadenced prose times ap- 
proaching poetry. Objectionable features include several 
minor vulgarities, few instances profanity and Vittie’s 
willingness “spark” impartially with either Mott 
George. general the book not important and need 
not recommended strongly anyone but should not 
harm adult readers any great extent. 


* * * 


Adamic, Louis. Native Land, Yugoslavia, 1933-1943. 
Harper. Nov. 1943. $3.75. 


the lid begins lifted the Balkan pot, the aroma 
wafted therefrom anything but pleasant. The Nazis 
have cooked their stew with purpose. turning na- 
tionality against nationality, class against class, religion 
against religion, they have sought possible 
dominate the Balkans even though Germany itself might 
defeated. Yugoslavia perhaps the best example 
how well they have succeeded. All unwittingly, would 
seem, Mr. Adamic has aided and abetted them their 
purpose writing book which will tend accentuate 
feelings race, class and religion. His book will certainly 
not make for better co-operation between England, the 
United States, and Russia will help the solution 
the internal situation within Yugoslavia. Writing about 
situation where the actual information very meager, 
generalizes from small particular statements. sus- 
pects deep plot the part the British foster trouble 
Yugoslavia backing Mikhailovitch and his Chetniks 
instead Tito. There are some points, page 
where not sure whether blame the wicked 
British the Nazis most for anti-Croatian, anti-Slovenian, 
Pan Serbian propaganda. believes the Chetniks col- 
laborated with the Italian Fascists. The “reactionary” 
British Foreign Office, believes, was partly responsible 
for the whole civil war Yugoslavia. 


There doubt but what there grain truth 
what Mr. Adamic has say about the active interest 
Pan Serbians have massacring Croats and the zeal 
Croats show piling dead bodies Pan Serbians. 
What does not seem realize that the Nazis have 
been the first realize the tremendous disintegrating force 
behind the utilization already existing nationalism 
the Balkans. Adamic would probably deny that 
“fellow traveler” but does follow the “party line” some- 
times the point naiveté. assurnes that Russian 
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interest Tito’s Partisans wholly idealistic and that 
Russia would consciously foster the development de- 
mocracy within Yugoslavia for the benefit all con- 
cerned. does not connect Russia’s interest Yugo- 
slavia with the old Tsarist Pan Slavism which the 
whole was not force making for peace Central and 
Southern Europe. There are many indications that 
Adamic actually knows little abut the reactionary trans- 
formation which has been taking place within Soviet 
Russia the most ignorant “red Reading Adamic’s 
work and scanning some the most bitter criticism com- 
ing from the other side, one would wish that one could 
utter pox both your houses”. Somehow the intel- 
ligent moderates these days find themselves the same 
position Colet, Erasmus and More the sixteenth cen- 
tury. Mr. Adamic has the habit asking leading ques- 
tions but refusing answer them. Completely disregard- 
ing the fact that democracy worked perfectly well such 
country Czechslovakia and works almost perfection 
Switzerland, quotes with approval Josip Vidmar: 


But what about Communism? What went that 
name Russia certainly wasn’t Communism yet, 
but might working that direction. And what 
about the lack individual the 
national frame the Soviet there was certainly far 
more hope its evolution than the Europe that was 
and that seemed very unlikely change except for the 
worse. Among the people belonging the small Euro- 
pean nations, wasn’t there far more pervasive sordid- 
ness, enslavement poverty, ignorance, illness, under 
despotic rulers, even the ones who pretended run 
their countries democratically, than there 
vidual liberty, individual uniqueness? 


Adamic fails explain why Yugoslavia failed set its 
own house order Czechoslovakia did except that 
Yugoslavia was cross roads interest but was not 
Czechoslovakia the same? feels that Russia’s promise 
freedom nationality has had big influence mak- 
ing Russians resist but obviously overlooked the whole 
cult patriotism and appeals Mother Russia worked 
Stalin. 


dealing with the Catholic Church, Mr. Adamic shows 
abysmal ignorance the Church’s social and economic 
teachings. Where has come into contact with them 
with Maritain “radical”. Where found Slovenian 
Catholic priests preaching the point view the Church 
social problems, concluded that they were closer 
the Kremlin than the Vatican. This work shows pretty 
much how Catholics sometimes appear outsiders. While 
Catholic preaching and teaching represents what 
stand for, outsiders, the kind everyday lives and 
speeches that make stand for Catholicism. The result 
that when Adamic discovered some big Catholic land- 
lords Yugoslavia living after the fashion greedy rob- 
ber barons, came the conclusion that the general 
policy the Church was thus. Just anti-Semite 
always begins with the statement, not anti 
Semite, best friends are Jews”, too Adamic begins, 
not anti-Catholic; am, have said earlier, 
Clerical; and anti-Clericalism applies not only out- 
fits like the Slovenian Clerical party and small time 
Clerical politicians like Frants Snoy and Mikha Krek, but 
also the Vatican’s international Clerical politics which 
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are all tied with vested interests various 
Apparently Mr. Adamic unaware the stand the 
Vatican has taken against unregulated capitalism, against 
National Socialism and Fascism, against totalitarianism 
any form. Perhaps might somewhat excused for 
this since there one section Catholic opinion which 
also completely unaware it. Catholics have realize 
that should begin see ourselves others see us, 
even though their point view obviously distorted and 
based upon ignorance. Adamic one the first non- 
Catholics put into print what they actually think about 
us. Thus, “The Catholic issue not discussed the 
American newspapers and magazines over the Ameri- 
can radio because nearly everybody afraid touch it. 
None the less, the issue exists. hotly whispered not 
only the K.K.K. but the intelligent, highly situated 
non-Catholics the United States. Someday will burst 
out—in part because Mr. Roosevelt’s close co-operation 
with the American hierarchy and the Vatican. will 
become domestic political issue the United States. 
And when that happens will difficult time for 
America”. Catholics might well ponder upon these words, 
untrue they are, because that the attitude built 
the minds non-Catholics small section Cath- 
olic opinion which has vociferously proclaimed racialism, 
anti-unionism, and has 
against the principle free speech. 


Adamic’s attack upon Roosevelt and Cordell Hull 
mainly assault against their politics. The 
present administration finds itself the position being 
assailed some Catholics being too willing com- 
promise with Moscow while from other quarters come 
attacks upon its “pro-Vatican” policies. Adamic’s violent 
denunciation American foreign policy typical the 
extremist approach equally deplored both sides. 
says, believe that playing with Clerical politics— 
even with tongue cheek, suspect; even with 
the best diplomatic intentions concerning Spain and Italy 
and possible rapprochement between the Vatican and 
the Roosevelt has made serious mis- 
take foreshadowing tragic international and intra-Ameri- 
can consequences”. Adamic believes that the President’s 
policy determined his desire for fourth term and 
thus yields the requests “German and Irish” Bishops 
who are predominantly “reactionary and isolationist”. 
fact, Mr. Adamic thinks Mr. Roosevelt himself 
tionary”. quite apparent that the party line late 
arriving America again. Just American Com- 
munists were apprised very late the change attitude 
toward the “imperialist and capitalist” war, too this 
instance find them somewhat slower than Stalin and 
Molotov making adjustments. quite possible Mr. 
Adamic’s book will outmoded among party members 
when the new line does come through. Communism 
Russia rather flexible, Communism America bends 
rather stiffly attempting follow it. quite possible 
that Adamic’s suspicion America and Britain greater 
than that the Kremlin itself. also possible that his 
desire for the sovietization Yugoslavia outruns the de- 
sires the policy makers the Kremlin. writing the 
book, Mr. Adamic has done all sides disservice but per- 
haps has been some value Catholics. has 
painted picture the kind feeling Catholics are 
going encounter more and more and all unwittingly 
has preached the necessity for more effective Catholic 
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practice the “radical” principles found Rerum No- 
varum and Quadragesimo Anno because not 
practice them, are going discover large groups going 
over the side the Communits. Those who feel they 
should read Adamic should also read Ruth Mitchell’s 
Chetniks. For background, Rebecca West’s Black Lamb 
and Grey Falcon infinitely superior both. 

James Eagan, 

College New Rochelle 
Bell, Frederick J., U.S.N. Condition Red. Destroyer Ac- 
tion the South Pacific. Illustrated with photogravures 
and two maps. Longmans, Green. Nov. 24, 1943. 274p. 


$3.00. 


the Navy’s part this war have read too little. 
Probably the only book comparable this one Shalett’s 
Old Nameless, also account naval action the 
South Pacific. need more accounts the way 
which our men sea live from day day and fight from 
night night. Condition Red move closer 
perfect realization the intensity life the narrow 
quarters destroyer, the full days and nights with 
every minute taken with routine work and the hours 
that should devoted sleep given instead main- 
taining posts duty during “conditions red”, periods 
alert when enemy attack close hand. 


Commander the unnamed destroyer (Navy cen- 
sorship strict), the author saw action all kinds. Some- 
times the was convoy duty; other periods was 
member large task force, such the one 
pating the Guadalcanal landing. Dangers were every- 
where. There were subs beneath; ships the level; 
planes from above. Uncharted waters added their bit 
danger when the Boise “ripped her bottom open 
pinnacle spot where the chart showed least-depth 
the Commander has good command language and 
the ability choose the most picturesque incidents. The 
only suggestion would make improve the book 
little would discuss the organization destroyer 
(the chapter entitled “Dungaree Sailors”) earlier the 
book. might also have helped uneducated—in mili- 
tary affairs—civilians had gone further into the whole 
Navy organization manner similar that which Cap- 
tain Ralph Ingersoll used for the Army The Battle 
the Pay-off. Don’t take these words amiss. liked 
Condition Red and think anyone will enjoy im- 
mensely. deserves popularity and hope gets it. 


Catholic Book Club---December Selection 


Spellman, Francis Abp. Action This Day. 
From the Fighting Nov. 22, 1943. 
$2.75. 

For six months the Archbishop New York, who also 
Military Vicar the Armed Forces the United States, 
left his well-organized archdiocese order fulfill his 
responsibilities personal way our soldiers, sailors 
and marines. During his journeying, chiefly air, cor- 
responded regularly with his father; Action This Day 
reproduced that correspondence most which has 
previously appeared 


Undoubtedly Archbishep Spellman’s visits meant great 
deal our boys abroad and the record those visits 
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hospitals and camps will console their parents home, 
many whom the Archbishop wrote his return. 
This was unique morale building tour and unique ex- 
perience for the Archbishop. Incidentally, the univer- 
sality the Catholic Church brought the fore 
through the hospitality tendered him Portugal, Spain, 
all parts Africa and Madagascar. 


Many will turn this book for summary Catholic 
opinion political aspects the war, for example, with 
regard Spain. They will disappointed. Religious 
attitudes are predominant, this passage, 


Now that the Allies have the preponderance air 
power, there may retribution and retaliation. 
could keep the spirit revenge out our action, 
could continue concentrate our operations 
military objectives, could punish the guilty re- 
sponsible leaders who have brought disaster their 
own peoples and us, should have easier task 
reconstruction after the war. But use Nazi 
tactics their full malice with the full power that 
are mustering indiscriminately obliterating everything 
every city, are bound suffer ourselves. This 
conviction. Let win the war without destroy- 
ing our victory. (p. 75). 
The men over here are calm, determined, and sure 
about winning this war. sacrifice seems too great 
them they can hope resume the life they love, 
the country they love, after the contribu- 
tions the lives these men, our brothers, will 
vain, mockery and crime, unless win both the 
war and the peace. shall win the war man, 
brain, arms, and supply power. win the peace 
need the same powers plus the powers the scu!. The 
source and resource all the powers the soul 
charity. ((p. 80) 
Action This Day interesting record even though not 
written with the verve that marks book such Pyle’s 
This Your War. does add the war record and the 
plan for the peace that religion will have 
considered making this one world permanently peace- 


ful one. 


Chase, Ilka. Bed Cry. Doubleday, Doran. 
1943. 308p. $2.50. 

Since Chase chose associate the idea imperfec- 
tion with the title her first book only fitting that 
label her present first novel suffering from the same 
defect. general deals with group phony people, 
living phony world and mismanaging their lives with 
facile ineptitude which pathetic. Bed Cry 
story that lunatic fringe the American people 
known café society, unwholesome story the loves 
and lusts Devon Elliott, fantastically successful busi- 
ness, complete failure human relations. 


Devon Elliott, Mrs. Timothy Wainwright, has shrewdly 
built Devonshire House and its products into symbol 
American beauty and stands the unchallenged leader 
her field cosmetology. She love with and hap- 
pily married Tim Wainwright, brilliant young scien- 
tist, whom she had persuaded forsake important bio- 
chemical research order direct her 
addition she has her former lover, Jasper Doolittle, whose 
business acumen was partially responsible for her success, 
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business manager. Tim however not happy—con- 
science nags over his withdrawal from pure scientific re- 
search—his male ego slightly irked Devon’s insistence 
upon way life which his earnings cannot provide— 
his sense social responsibility revolts against career 
cosmetologist the face world upheaval. 


Tim finally decides return his proper work, in- 
vestigation integumental wound healing. this 
leaves Devon, travels first Louisiana for work 
leper colony and then Baltimore where partnership 
with another continues until they have developed 
salve which speeds the processes burn and wound heal- 
ing. During the course his work and Devon gradu- 
ally drift apart and she consoles herself through affair 
with Kurt Fabri, suave, cosmopolitan refugee with 
flair for women and penchant for carrying several 
affairs the same time. Most the book describes 
Devon’s affair with Kurt. time goes she decides 
secure divorce from Tim, though she still loves him, and 
marry Kurt. When war breaks out Tim obtains army 
commission, goes overseas test his new salve Egypt 
and seriously wounded the process. After bitter 
struggle with herself Devon becomes reconciled Kurt’s 
promiscuity but when starts another affair while she 
Reno obtaining divorce she casts him off and be- 
comes reconciled Tim via cable. But Tim dies before 
can sent home and Devon heartbroken. She re- 
cuperates rapidly from the nervous breakdown and 
prepares with her usual way life the story 
ends. 

Bed Cry merely superficial novel written the 
style so-called modern sophistication and with little 
positive value. There the usual unnecessary pro- 
fanity coupled with great deal vulgarity and some 
obscenity. Also included entirely uncalled for slap 
Catholicity opiate What makes the 
book entirely worthless and harmful are the confused and 
wrong ideas the morality love, sex and marriage 
typical culture lacking objective moral standards. The 
book cannot recommended anyone. 


* * * 


Gilligan, Edmund. The Ringed Horizon. Scribner’s. Oct. 
1943. 299p. $2.50. 

The Ringed Horizon the author continues the story 
the struggle between German U-Boats and the schooners 
manned Gloucester fishermen: story begun The 
Gaunt Woman with the adventures Captain Patrick 
Bannon, who had successfully met the enemy conflict 
the North Atlantic during the last fishing trip made 
before entered the armed forces. 

Patrick reappears this new novel, but the story con 
cerned chiefly with the experiences his brother, Sebas- 
tian, captain The Wild Rose, and his daring heroism 
that has been protection the fishing fleets and con- 
voys, but has marked his little racing schooner for 
struction the enemy. 

the first novel, the author brings from his own back 
ground the details and atmosphere that insure 
esting and authentic narrative the sea and the work 
the fishing fleets. The details are many and minute and 
the story will special interest those who bring 
like sympathy and understanding the reading. The 
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plot rather sketchy. Suspense provided the watch- 
ful waiting for the tower the U-Boat that has wrought 
its destruction with plan and design that betray in- 
timate knowledge the fishing waters and the maneuvers 
the Gloucester fleets. And so, The Gaunt Woman, 
the story finally discloses the treachery one who had 
earlier sailed member Bannon’s crew. The romance 
this second novel even more obscure than the first. 
The feeling Sebastian Bannon toward the enemy, how- 
ever, more human and commendable than that Pat- 
rick had been. There sprinkling profanity through- 
out the story, but more than usually found sea 


The book may recommended for general 
reading. 

Carroll, Gladys Hasty. Dunnybrook. Macmillan. Oct. 


13, 1943. 387p. 
“You might say nobody really dies that’s ever lived 
place like Thus spoke one Gladys Carroll’s 
neighbors and through almost four hundred gently grip- 
ping pages the author has illustrated this what can 
best called minor saga America—minor not its 
scope treatment but only that covers single town- 
ship out all our vast country. story human 
love and hope and courage and determination and sac- 
rifice stretching from the pioneer days our own, from 
the Revolutionary War World War II, from the first 
Werrens and Hastys their descendant who writes 
them feelingly. 


$2.75. 


The Warrens had settled Berwick Township, Maine, 
before the Revolutionary War and were soon joined 
the Hastys. these Scotch and Irish united marriage 
escendants sprang from their loins and continued their 
lives the same region that today there homo- 
geneous population whom their ancestors are much 
alive ever. Flowing through the Warren’s grant was 
Warren’s Brook known the Dunny and hence the title 
the book. dealing with the Warrens and the Hastys 
the author brings other families such the Brookses, 
Bostons, Jellisons, Emerys, Marrs, Goodwins and others 
with whom intermarriage took place and who contributed 
the development the Dunnybrook community. 
though there are brief passages dealing with earlier and 
later eras most the story centered the 19th century, 
dealing mainly with Joseph and Jane Warren, their chil- 
dren and grandchildren, and the latter’s husbands and 
wives. When they recognized the justice the causes 
Warrens and Hastys fought their country’s wars re- 
turning soon possible their simple 
way life. Otherwise they married, worked hard, reared 
their children simple and upright way life, lived 
close nature and general developed understand- 
ing and sincerity that were worthwhile. The most im- 
portant characters around whom the story centers are 
loseph and Jane Warren, their daughter Lydia who mar- 
tied John Brown and their son Joe Brown, George Hasty 
and his wife Sarah Jane Warren. these are strong, 
understanding people who practice the homely virtues, 
who guide wisely their own and the lives others and 
who achieve for themselves and their descendants well- 
ordered way Another character whose under- 
standing and humanity are stressed the author 
Columby Warren who however seems generally 
shiftless and selfish. 


Carroll Moon Lincoln 129 


Although written novel form and decidedly 
flavored prose bespeaking the authenticity the char- 
acters the book really biography small section 
America and its inhabitants with major emphasis placed 
upon the characterization certain people and the 
ties which made them worthwhile. stresses the essen- 
tial dignity human nature, love home, love free- 
dom qualities developed simple way life, in- 
dicates that they are responsible for the development 
the American, that they are present today the de- 
scendants the early Americans and that they are suffi- 
cient carry through the present crisis. One objec- 
tionable feature which receives minor treatment, being 
mentioned only page 363, exhortation self- 
interpretation the Bible. Though far from being great 
“must” book Dunnybrook very pleasant reading 
and may recommended those high school age 
well adults. 


Moon, Bucklin. The Darker Brother. Doubleday, Doran. 
Sept. 17, $2.50. 


How pregnant deep meaning the title this novel 
could have been. The Darker Brother. 
word only too seldom used describe our fellow Ameri- 
cans—the Negroes. And how needed! bring the im- 
mense realities Christianity and Democracy into our 
every day living. But there little “Brotherhood” the 
dramatic, tense pages the book. Ben Johnson, his 
mother Essie May, his sister Josie and his uncle Raft, all 
suffer because white America has not yet realized that 
they are its brothers. 


The story itself Ben Johnson, young Negro boy, who 
comes Harlem from the South, moves smoothly withal 
vividly through the pages this unusual book. times 
overshadowing the main theme, Harlem itself holds the 
interest the reader, with its endless ebb and flow 
synthetic glamour and real tragedy. And yet, not 
quite the real Harlem which not only city poverty, 
sin, prostitution, but also community decent homes, 
churches, and people who earn honest living, lead 
averagely moral and simple life, awaiting some future 
writer great discernment spirit and sensitivity por- 
tray their contribution the American scene. 


our days racial tension, The Darker Brother good 
book read, for the “mature” adult who seeks ever 
deeper and broader understanding the negro. The story 
itself well told and holds the reader’s interest the end. 
Catherine Hueck Doherty 


Lincoln, Joseph The Bradshaws Harniss. Appleton- 
Century. Oct. 1943. 380p. $2.50. 


Time was when the Joseph Lincoln name new 
novel meant certain staple product boxed and crated for 
the magazine reader who liked his humor homespun, 
folksy, and not over subtle. was never first rate New 
England like Frost’s, Edith Wharton’s; wasn’t even 
good Cape Cod Connolly’s sea yarns are middling 
Gloucester; but went down easily enough when one’s 
fancy was gaited the checker-board table-cloth pattern 
The Five Little Peppers. Unlike the Five Little Peppers 
Mr. Lincoln has ceased growing; always aped his bet- 
ters, and not unskillfully; now aping himself, and 
poor job is. Tristram Coffin and Robert Nathan can 
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still pull off the Hardy trick distilling dialogue poetry 
out country humours; Mr. Lincoln has descended 
cracker-barrel that ring phony even the 
Uncle Ezra program the vaudeville circuit; 
characters strike all the hackneyed Down East attitudes 
the Opry House the point, even, saying, vow”. 
There is, take one gruesome example from many, the 
ancient chestnut the flinty financiers and—not, 
sure, the mortgage foreclosed—but the mortgage refused. 
pity that Mr. John O’Hara Cosgrave II, who 
rapidly becoming the most distinguished regional illus- 
trator the nation, should have wasted his magnificent 
talent the dust jacket; but, then, was probably paid 
well for it. 


The tenuous plot concerns the tripartite relationship 
among Zenas Bradshaw, his grandson Marcellus, and 
Emmy Thacher, the latter marrying the young flier against 
the wishes her pompous aunt and uncle who, ven- 
geance, set out crush the aged Zenas and his century-old 
general store. Their failure and Marcellus’ gaining the 
Distinguished Flying Cross pad out 380 pages mediocre 
story-telling. There mildly amusing species sub- 
plot involving Betsy and Mark Lemon, her idler husband, 
who unmasked rather feeble reversal the Heep- 
Micawber situation. 


The soap-opera audience—a sizable one—might like The 


reading all. 


Abend, Hallett. Life China, 1926-1941. Harcourt, 
Brace. Nov. 1943. 396p. $3.00. 


This incisive book one the men who tried 
hold the bus missed the Far East. alert, accu- 
rate, honest reporting, with the due Cassandra touch, 
befits the China correspondent the New York Times 
from 1926 the autumn before Pearl Harbor. 


Once more the journalist revealed more astute than 
many the diplomats detecting very early the vicious 
undertone the suave speech the men who ruled 
Japan. The dragon wound his way carefully his course 
conquest from 1930 onward, while China heaved in- 
ternally and the West could not bring itself the point 
being seriously alarmed. 


Within the bounds outline this volume pictures 
tersely the rising the yellow flood through the first phase 
the China Affair, 1931-1933, the strange writhings 
China her birth pangs, the strange attentions which 
she received from Soviet Russia, and the intensification 
the Japanese pressure from the renewal the China war 
1937 till the dam broke wide open Pearl Harbor. 


Among the most important parts the book are the au- 
thor’s confidential reports sent his editors high points 
the crisis. The danger signals were the Orient 
but the West was incredibly blind. 


Mr. Abend’s adverse criticism General MacArthur will 
receive some day, feel, adequate answer. too 
early settle the vexing question why Formosa was 
not bombed the fatal 7th (8th) December (p. 357). 


the chapter “China for the Chinese” interesting 
discussion Protestant and Catholic missionary effort 
China, and the relation this efiort Chinese political 
unification. The author quite fair: 
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one who has never belonged attended any 
church, can say that the comparatively much 
greater success the Catholic compared with the 
Protestant missionary effort China due largely 
the fact that the Catholic Church sends into the foreign 
field only finely educated and carefully trained men 


(p. 371). 


The book for the general reader with 
interest Far Eastern questions, and for the college 


student. 
Joseph Durkin, S.]., 
University Scranton 


The Navy War. Paintings and drawings combat 
artists: Lt. Comm. Griffith Baily Coale, USNR; Lt. Dwight 
Shepler, USNR; Lt. Wm. Draper, USNR; Lt. 
chell Jamieson, USNR; Lt. Albert Murray, USNR. 
With commentary Hanson Baldwin and In- 
row. Nov. 24, 1943. 160p. $4.00. 


Elsewhere this issue reviewer decries the lack books 
about the Navy. fill part the hole here an- 
other important contribution, official character, por- 
traying picture, accompanied the clear commentary 
the New York Times’ Military Editor Hanson Baldwin, 
the ships and men the United States Navy, and 
integrated series descriptions major actions Guad- 
alcanal, the Aleutians, North Africa and Sicily. The pur- 
pose the compilation given Admiral Hepburn 
the Introduction, 


The paintings and photographs that have come back 
from the fighting fronts are not only valuable for the 
historical record and for the information the public 
but also they have been used the Navy for such 
purposes industrial incentive, factories turning 
out Navy material for war; recruiting purposes; and 
for the morale men the fleet, who like see 
the various publications reaching them, that the work 
they are doing and the sacrifice they are making, are 
being brought before the public eye (p. 5). 


Navy War will pleasant relief from the war 
photographs have been seeing much of, for the 
artists contributing the book have put much feeling into 
their sketches that would missed the camera. Water 
color the favored media, though there are number 
sketches oils, crayons, wash, and pen-and-wash. 


Lt. Comm. Griffith Bailey Coale whose work was recently 
featured Life Magazine shows number 
ally good are his proposed mural designs which 
achieved conventional effect without sacrificing Realism. 
This particularly true his “Bombing Pearl Harbor” 
which arches his entire design with the smoke 
the burning ships. 

Lt. Albert Murray’s crisp water color sketches have 
the scene” atmosphere about them that differs from 
the tedious studio sketches have seen war action. 
Lt. (jg) Mitchell Jamieson devotes much his sketches 
portrayal the seamen preference ship sketches. 
His figures are suggestive great strength. The Arctic 
war activities are exceptionally well recorded Lt. Wm. 
Draper whose sketches show thorough knowledge 


1. The description of the pictures has been contributed by Terrence F. Gallagher, 
South Scranton Junior High School, Scranton, Pa. 
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his subject. His bleak, cold skies are very effective; 
especially liked his “Blizzard”. 


Action sketches the South Pacific are well rendered 
water color Lt. Dwight Shepler. His sketches 
the tropics and his sea battle studies are very effective. 
also contributes several excellent crayon portraits. 


The book recommended all readers. 


* * * 


Shapley, Harlow al. Treasury Science. Harper. 
Oct. 20, 1943. 716p. $3.95. 


Harlow Shapley, the well-known astronomer, collabora- 
tion with Samuel Rapport and Helen Wright, has selected 
from the extensive literature science almost seventy- 
five papers intended give comprehensive view the 
present state our knowledge the various major fields 
scientific endeavor. The selections range from the 
classics modern journalistic items, from reports sur- 
veys, from serious discussions humor and fantasy, from 
isolated sentences condensations books. 


There are five general sections the book. After 
introduction Mr. Shapley the advantages being 
able share the epics science through the medium 
the printed word pass into the second section which 
considers the nature science and scientists. The third 
section deals with the physical world including material 
astronomy, geology, earthquakes, weather, mathematics, 
atomic structure, gravitation, energy, chemistry, radio- 
activity, space and time. The fourth part deals with life 
general, first discussing the nature life and its char- 
acteristics, then surveying different aspects the study 
living organisms and finally considering their evolution. 
The fifth section deals entirely with man—his evolution, 
the human body, its structure, development and heredity, 
man and disease, human psychology and finally the future 
the human race. The authors range from the great 
scientists the past and today, through the somewhat 
lesser lights science news reporters. 


most cases there seems little thread continuity 
between the articles and common principle which 
governed their selection. Much extreme importance 
has been omitted and many the inclusions are distinctly 
The selections represent all shades scientific 
and literary ability and many stages the history and 
development science. Many the sections give 
comprehensive and unified view knowledge par- 
ticular field, others deal only with one man’s particular 
interest certain field, others represent the worst types 
journalistic sensationalism. general the biological 
sciences are most thoroughly treated 
covered, comprising almost two-thirds the book. The 
est two selections are Peattie’s Flowering Earth, dealing 
with the possible evolution plants and Langewiesche’s 
What Makes the Weather, describing the air mass theory 
weather analysis. These are far the best written 
and most interesting all the items. 


Somewhat obiectionable the inclusion articles 
Hogben, Bell and DeKruif which the relation the 
Church science misunderstood and which the old 
bugaboos priestcraft and authority are again found. 
Also noted the inclusion only those articles 
which accept the evolutionary theory proven fact rather 
than possible explanation for some 
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general this book could not regarded reference 
work nor could called general survey science. 
best classified anthology whose selections were 
governed the editor’s evaluation their significance. 
The average reader may obtain much benefit from many 
parts, will find others valueless and some even harmful. 


you have enjoyed BEST SELLERS during 
this year, why not enter gift subscrip- 
tion Christmas present some priest, 
teacher, librarian parent. will send 
gift card advising the recipient the 
donation you wish. 


Index 
(For index previous issues see Sept. 1943, page 74) 


Abend, Life China, 1926-1941, 130. Dec. 

Adamic, Native Land, Yugoslavia, 1933-1943, 
126. Dec. 1943. 

Adams, The American; the Making New Man, 
86. Oct. 1943. 

Andrews, Under Lucky Star, 100. Oct, 15, 1943. 

Asch, The Apostle, 83. Oct. 1943. 

Baum, The Weeping Wood, 15, 1943. 

Beard, The Republic; Conversations Fundamentals, 
115. Nov. 15, 1943. 

Buck, The Promise, 121. Nov. 15, 1943. 

Bottome, Survival, 98. Oct. 15, 1943. 

Bromley, Clear the Track, 111. Nov. 1943. 

Browne, See What Mean?, 108. Nov. 1943. 

Caldwell, The Turnbulls, 90. Oct. 1943. 

Carroll, Dunnybrook, 129. Dec. 1943. 

Chamberlin, The Russian Enigma, 
113. Nov. 1943. 

Chase, Bed Cry, 128. Dec. 1943. 

Churchill, The End the Beginning, 77. Sept. 
15, 1943. 

Cross, Connecticut Yankee Autobiography, 96. 

Daniels, Muller Hill, 110. Nov. 1943. 

Nov. 15, 1943. 

Kaiser Wakes the Doctors, 78. Sept. 15, 

Farrell, Days Anger, Nov. 15, 1943. 

Fisher, The Mothers, 101. Oct. 15, 1943. 

Flavin, Journey the Dark, 106. Nov. 1943. 

Gilligan, The Ringed Horizon, 128. Dec. 1943. 

Glasgow, Certain Measure. Interpretation 
Prose Fiction, 116. Nov. 15, 1943. 

Graham, Our Way Down East, 120. Nov. 15, 1943. 

Hathaway, The Little Locksmith, 107. Nov. 

Hay, Malta Epic, Nov. 15, 1943. 

Hecht, Miracle Rain, 110. Nov. 1943. 

Hobson, The Trespassers, 80. Sept. 15, 1943. 

Hughes, Retreat from Rostov, 103. Oct. 15, 1943. 


a 
: 
4 
= 
28 


The Battle the Pay-off, 76. Sept. 15, 


Janeway, The Walsh Girls, Nov. 15, 1943. 

Johnson, American Heroes and Hero-Worship, 97. 
Oct. 15, 1943. 

Kaye-Smith, Tambourine, Trumpet and Drum, 102. 
Oct. 15, 1943. 

Kimbrough, Followed Our Hearts Hollywood, 

Kroll, Rogues’ Company, 120. Nov. 15, 1943. 

Laski, Reflections the Revolution Our Time, 
81. Sept. 15, 1943. 

Lincoln, The Bradshaws Harniss, 129. Dec. 
1943. 


Llewellyn, None But the Lonely Heart, 84. Oct. 
1943. 

Loring, When Hearts Are Light Again, 79. Sept. 


1943. 
15, 
McMeekin, Red Raskall, 91. Oct. 1943. 
McMillan, Mediterranean Assignment, 76. Sept. 
15, 1943. 
Moon, The Darker Brother, 129. Dec. 1943. 
Nathan, But Gently Day, Oct. 15, 1943. 
The Navy War, 130. Dec. 1943. 
O’Hara, Thunderhead, 103. Oct. 15, 1943. 
Ostenso, River, Remember!, 88. Oct. 1943. 
Partridge, Excuse Dust, 119. Nov. 15, 1943. 
Peattie, Journey Into America, 109. Nov. 1943. 
Perdue, Fell Down Dead, 89. Oct. 1943. 
Pilgrim, The Grand Design, 88. Oct. 1943. 
Priestley, Daylight Saturday, 91. Oct. 1943. 
Pyle, Here Your War, 107. Nov. 1943. 


132 Index 


St. George, Postmaster, 92. Oct. 1943. 
Schrag, The Locusts, Nov. 15, 1943. 


Seifert, Those Who Against the Current, 


Nov. 1943. 


Shapley, Treasury Science, 131. Dec. 1943, 


Shiber, Paris-Underground, 86. Oct. 1943. 
Sinclair, Time Harvest, 78. Sept. 15, 1943. 


Sousa, Family Right Wrong, 103. 15, 


1943. 


> 


Spellman, Action This Day, 1943. 


Stegner, The Big Rock Candy Mountain, 


15, 1943. 
Strange, Look Your Last, 121. Nov. 15, 1943. 
Stuart, Taps for Private Tussie, 125. 
Swing, Preview History, 100. Oct. 15, 1943. 


Teilhet, Retreat From the Dolphin, 112. Nov. 


Train, Yankee Lawyer, 81. Sept. 15, 1943 


Van Paassen, The Forgotten Ally, 118. Nov. 15, 1943, 


Wallis, Too Many Bones, 89. Oct. 1943. 
Walsh, The Spanish Lady, 99. Oct. 15, 1943. 


Walsh, Saint Teresa Avila, 95. Oct. 15, 1943, 


Oct. 15, 1943. 


Ward, Gilbert Keith Chesterton, 75. Sept. 15, 1943. 


Warren, Heaven’s Gate, 89. Oct. 1943. 
Weston, Indigo, 108. Nov. 1943. 

Wilson, Stalk the Hunter, 119. Nov. 15, 1943. 
Woollcott, Long, Long Ago, 15, 1943. 


Wriston, Challenge Freedom, 87. Oct. 1943. 


Zara, Against This Rock, 105. Nov. 1943. 


Best SELLERs 


Queeny, The Spirit Enterprise, 113. Nov. 
1943. 


Spalding and Carney. Love First Flight, 


Dec. 1943, 


Gray, 


Science, 
the 
problem 
always 

lated 
scale sui 
war 
the pres 
book 
formatic 
war 
tist’s 
knowled 


sever 
human 

horrors 
mine 
traces 
physics 
how mil 
the four 
the deve 
Office 


function: 


Turning 
the auth 
physical 
bazooka) 


